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NEW ZEALAND APPLES 

Grievance 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range) [9.58 am]: Before I start my grievance, I pass on my thoughts to the 
people battling the fires in Margaret River and the surrounding areas; it is a very sobering thought, especially 
given the fires in February this year in Roleystone, Karragullen and Kelmscott. 

My grievance is to the Minister for Agriculture and Food with regard to apples—more specifically, New Zealand 
apples. Large parts of my electorate, particularly Karragullen, Pickering Brook and Roleystone, are big fruit 
growing areas and have been for 100-odd years. Many of the growers started out as migrants to Australia; they 
cleared the land and grew fruit, and over the last 20 years the challenges have become harder than ever for those 
communities. Often as the families grow, the kids do not want to stay and they move out; that is another issue I 
am trying to deal with in Pickering Brook, as many families want to subdivide, get out of fruit growing and retire 
on their properties. The apple industry in the hills has experienced a number of scares over the years; codling 
moth, fire blight and apple scab are three of the main things the industry has tried to keep out of Western 
Australia, and it is a big task for the Department of Agriculture and Food to keep bans in place to prevent them.  

Western Australia is quite interesting because we have a natural border and our isolation gives us a bit of a 
buffer from the bringing of fruit and other products into the state—the general cost of freight to get it in has an 
impact. However, through that process there is always an open door for a trade process with other countries, 
hence this New Zealand apple problem. Before taking my seat as a member of Parliament, I was a baker. I used 
to buy tinned apples, and quite a number of cartons of them, every week. It was always interesting that the 
Australian-grown fruit was around $20 a can whereas the imported fruit from China or New Zealand always 
came in at around $5 a can less. Therefore, it was a hard sell on the local baker to think about where he would 
buy his fruit from, because by the time he puts it in a pie and bakes it, the taste is pretty much down to the spices, 
not the fruit. Trying to grow fruit has always provided a hard challenge for every industry.  

In August this year the federal government let the first 12 containers of apples from New Zealand come in. The 
biggest concern about them was the parasite that was found, and that was a very high risk for us because in the 
processing of the apples the parasite could get out further. I understand that a different way of processing them 
has been found, but from my perspective and from that of growers, our concern is that there could be another 
attack of parasites from apples grown in another country. I know we live in a world of free trade, but there has to 
be some sort of protection put into place for our fruit. Western Australia is unique in its process; we do not have 
a lot of these problems with our fruit. Every time we open the door and let fruit from another country come in, 
the process causes risks to our good clean security of fruit, and food in general, in Western Australia, which is a 
most important thing. I understand government is trying to work between the two processes, but if we put high 
standards in, we have to ensure that those high standards are placed on trying to keep diseases out, because our 
fruit has to stay pristine and the security of our food is very important.  

I am wondering whether the minister could possibly enlighten us about what the Western Australian government 
is doing to help keep Western Australia secure and to keep our food industry as clean as it is today. 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.02 am]: I thank the 
member for Darling Range for the grievance and repeat his comments that we wish the people of Margaret River 
the best in the challenge they face with what they are going through with the fires down there. In the first 
instance I want to highlight that the responsibility for imports and managing the biosecurity of our national 
borders rests with the federal government. It makes the ultimate decision that the standards that have been put in 
place are sufficient to meet the high biosecurity standards that we expect in Australia. I think we are very lucky 
in two senses. We are lucky in the sense that not only is Australia a natural biological island as well as a physical 
island, but also Western Australia is actually a biological island and therefore we have a better chance than most 
places to keep out a lot of these diseases. In terms of the access of New Zealand apples specifically into the 
Australian market, some extra requirements have been put in place on the standards expected from Biosecurity 
Australia—that is, only commercially mature fruit will be able to be imported. It will also need to be washed by 
high-pressure water sprays and brushed in the packing shed to remove any surface contamination, leaves and 
trash. Also, growers in New Zealand will have to ensure that they are registered and apply sufficient in-orchard 
controls for fireblight, European canker and leaf-curling midge, including ongoing monitoring, spraying and 
pruning. That said, we are aware that some early shipments still had some issues and were in fact rejected. I 
guess there are two things that we can run from that. One is that we might think that the fact that they have been 
rejected should give us some confidence in the processes. But it also — 

Point of Order 
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Mr M.P. WHITELY: Mr Acting Speaker, I seek your direction. I do not know whether it is against standing 
orders for a member to put a grievance and not listen to the first two minutes of the response to it. It shows what 
a mockery is being made of the democratic process in this place. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Thank you, member, there is no — 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Further to the point of order — 

Mr M.P. Whitely: Oh, you’re back now! 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: I am. I apologise, but as government Whip, I got a call that the opposition wants to suspend 
standing orders, so I have to organise numbers. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I want to know what standing order the member for Bassendean was referring to. 

Mr M.P. Whitely: You know you have a duty to your electorate—the one you inherited in good shape. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler: It was a bit like you in The Sunday Times photo, member for Midland.  

Mr M.P. Whitely: Member for Midland? 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler: Bassendean. 

Mr M.P. Whitely: Let’s not get into debates about parliamentary standards, member for Kalgoorlie.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, I am on my feet. I call the member for Kalgoorlie — 

Mr M.P. Whitely: I wouldn’t go there if I were you. Sorry, Mr Acting Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Kalgoorlie and the member for Bassendean! I call the member for 
Kalgoorlie for the first time. I call the member for Bassendean for the first and second time. There was no point 
of order. 

Grievance Resumed 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I highlight that we can have some confidence that at our national federal boundaries, some 
issues have been picked up, and I think it is a good thing. It also highlights the importance of ensuring that we 
have a robust process. I strongly call on the federal government not to be complacent about the biosecurity 
boundaries at our borders. It is the first and probably the most significant step in ensuring we are able to maintain 
market access of our product into certain destination markets, and also that we do not compromise the integrity 
in terms of diseases and so on for many orchards in Australia and indeed in Western Australia. The state 
government is certainly not complacent in its response. The Department of Agriculture and Food works very 
closely with industry, and with Fruit West in particular, to look at not only where these incursions might come in 
and what we might do as a state to strengthen our capacity to maintain biosecurity standards in Western 
Australia, but also some of those other things we can do to help out our producers, namely with both the 
productivity and competitiveness of our apple producers in Western Australia. I highlight three things in terms of 
our operating arena. One is the development of new, high-quality and unique apple varieties. We know that in 
Western Australia the Pink Lady apple was one of those great successful outcomes. It is probably “the” apple as 
far as world standards go and it came out of Western Australia, indeed out of Manjimup in my electorate. Second 
is the importance of highlighting productivity gains. There are some new high-density approaches to orchard 
plantings. Third is export market development and the opportunity that presents with the comparative advantage 
that Western Australia has being located so very close to a high population to our north. As far as the new 
varieties of apples are concerned, I highlighted that in the past the Pink Lady was one of our successful varieties. 
In 2012 we will release at least one new variety of apple. We have to wait until we get to a point at which we can 
put enough out onto the marketplace—we will test it in Western Australia. This will give our growers an 
advantage of having a new product, which is a high-quality product, out there differentiating itself from the rest 
of the marketplace. I was very lucky to eat one of those apples just recently, member for Darling Range, and I 
was very impressed with it. Having had the early opportunity to taste the potential new variety that will come out 
next year was fantastic. I do not want to be presumptuous about the name of the apple, but I would probably call 
it shiraz because of the colour of it. I thought its deep red colour lent itself to a link with wine, which is also one 
of those great products from the south west.  

In terms of improved productivity, which is the other operating space of the Western Australian government 
through the Department of Agriculture and Food, we are working very closely with producers on new high-
density planting systems that offer the opportunity for high yields of good-quality fruit, particularly early in the 
life of the orchard. Support is also being provided to apple producers who are looking to move their orchards to 
an approved organic production system. Again, that is another opportunity for them to exploit a market segment 
that is growing in many areas. That is again a focus of this government through the Department of Agriculture 
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and Food and its good work. We should not underestimate the importance of looking at export markets. They are 
very important for Western Australia from a whole agricultural production perspective. We do not have a large 
population and we can very quickly saturate our domestic market with any product we produce; therefore, we 
need to look at the export space. I think this is a huge growth opportunity and we have a renewed focus on South 
East Asia in particular. The Department of Agriculture and Food has done a lot of work in the Association of 
South East Asian Nations region. We have developed an ASEAN fresh market strategy and through this we have 
led growers and marketers into Singapore to develop not only a close understanding of those marketplaces, but 
also an understanding of the networks in that marketplace. A visit by senior officials to Malaysia and Thailand is 
planned for 2012, which is another step in supporting our local growers in Western Australia to get that 
comparative advantage. Although we do not have direct control over biosecurity at a national level, which is the 
federal government’s responsibility, we understand the impact that those decisions have on our growers in 
Western Australia. We understand the importance of maintaining a stringent biosecurity system. We are focused 
on that very strongly in Western Australia. This state government has put in and strengthened a focus on our 
borders, which is important, and of course looking at those other aspects of new varieties to give them a 
comparative edge, improved productivity to help competitiveness in the marketplace, and a strong focus on 
export markets.  

I thank the member for Darling Range for the grievance. He is a strong advocate for his electorate. He has talked 
to me on a number of occasions highlighting issues in his electorate. That is important as a strong local member.  
 


